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		Medford Congregational
﻿United Church of Christ
1801 E. Jackson, Medford, OR 97504
medford.cong.ucc@gmail.com
Website: Medforducc.org
541-772-8860
Doing Justice ~ Living Kindness ~ Walking Humbly with God
﻿
JANUARY 14, 2024

For online viewing, go to Medford UCC link on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@medforducc6053/streams
NOTE: To watch past worship services: https://www.youtube.com/@medforducc6053/videos
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Medford Congregational UCC
January 14, 2024
11:15 A.M. - Lidgate

Budget Question & Answer Session

The Treasurer and Finance Committee, with input from Council members, have prepared a detailed, line item preliminary budget. An email went out Thursday, with the DRAFT BUDGET attached. If you have questions after looking it over, please email them to Pegi in the Office: medford.cong.ucc@gmail.com or jot them down and bring them to the meeting Sunday. Our goal is to have a final Budget ready for a vote at the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 28, 2024.

NOTE: Printed copies of the draft Budget will be available at the meeting.

Medford Congregational United Church of Christ
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Michael Mace

Long-time MCUCC member, Mike Mace, passed away on January 5, 2024. Mike was surrounded by his wife, Mary Webster, and daughters Darcie Maassen, and Danielle Duperly, and son Doug Mace.

The family is planning a Celebration of Life for Mike, and a message from Mary and family will follow when arrangements are finalized.

We all at MCUCC send our love and sincere condolences to Mary, the family, and all who loved this beautiful man.
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A Note from Mark . . .

Looking toward Lent

If you've looked at your 2024 calendar, you may have noticed that Easter comes early this year ...March 31. This means that the beginning of Lent (Ash Wednesday) also comes early ...February 14. It seems a little odd celebrating love and the start of Lent on the same evening. Or, maybe it's the perfect intersection, "For God so loved the world..."

If you enjoyed hearing the combined choir sing the Christmas Cantata, I hope you'll grab your calendars right now and save these two important dates and make plans to attend these two services:

Ash Wednesday, February 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Medford First Christian Church will be the host of an ecumenical service that includes the combined choir singing an anthem, "Touch Me With Ashes."

Maundy Thursday, March 28 at 7:30 p.m.
Medford Congregational UCC will be the host of an ecumenical service that includes the combined choir singing the anthem, "Not My Will, But Thine."

I don't remember that we've had a lot of people attend our Ash Wednesday or Maundy Thursday services during the time I've been here. I hope we can change that this year. Both of these services are very meaningful as we begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday and as we remember The Last Supper on Maundy Thursday.

I'm also considering doing a Good Friday, "Lenten Meditations in Music" service at noon on Friday, March 29. This service would be a time of quiet reflection with piano, organ, readings, and perhaps a handbell piece or guest soloist. Email (anglehobson1@gmail.com) or text me (304-887-7569) or let me know when you see me at church if you'd attend this service if it is provided.

Musically Yours,
Mark
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				ATTENTION: FINAL TAX STATEMENT WILL BE READY END OF JANUARY.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
THE WEEK AHEAD
Go to Medforducc.org for our Website and CALENDAR
to see what's going on in our facility day to day
KEY: RED- MCUCC Events; GREEN - Outside Groups; BLUE ~~ Special Event

Sunday, January 14 -
9:00-9:45 a.m. - Choir Rehearsal
10:00-11:00 - WORSHIP with Fr. Joel Maiorano
Sermon: "Being Known" and Scripture: Psalm 139 1-6, 13-18
11:15 a.m. - MCUCC 2024 Budget Q & A Discussion (Lidgate)
1:30-3:30 p.m. - North American Rock Garden Society ( Lidgate)
Monday, January 15 - MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY ~~ OFFICE CLOSED
11:30 a.m. - Mindfulness Meditation
5:00 p.m. - Monday Book Group (1st Pres)
5:30-7:00 p.m. - 3 A's Al-Anon (Lidgate)
7:00-8:45 p.m. - A A LGBTQ+ (Amistad)
Tuesday, January 16-
6:00-9:00 p.m. - SO OR PHOTOGRAPHY ASSOC (Lidgate & Kitchen)
Wednesday, January 17 -
8:00 a.m. - SANDWICH MAKING (Lidgate Kitchen)
10:30-12:00 p.m. BOOK STUDY, zoom with AnnElise Bergstrom
1:00-2:00 p.m. - BUILDING & GROUNDS TEAM , ZOOM with Teddie Hight
5:00-5:30 p.m. - Piano Lesson (Private - Lidgate)
4:30-5:30 p.m. - Choir Practice
Thursday, January 18-
5:00-8:00 p.m. - A A Candlelight Meeting (Lidgate & Kitchen)
6:30-8:30 p.m. - AA Group, Queers, Crackpots, Fallen Women (Amistad)
Saturday, January 19-
7:00-9:00 p.m. - N. A. BOOK STUDY (Lidgate)
Sunday, January 21-
9:00-9:45 a.m. - Choir Practice
10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. -WORSHIP with Fr. Joel Maiorano
Monday, January 22 -
11:30-1:00 p.m. - Mindfulness Meditation (Zoom)
5:30-7:00 p.m. - Al Anon (Lidgate)
7:00-8:45 p.m. - LGBTQ+ AA (Amistad Room)
Tuesday, January 23 -
6:00-9:00 p.m. - ROGUE VALLEY AUDUBON (Lidgate & Kitchen)
Wednesday, January 24 -
8:00-9:00 a.m. - SANDWICH MAKING (Lidgate Kitchen)
10:30-12:00 noon - NEW BOOK STUDY (Zoom with AnnElise Bergstrom)
4:30-5:30 - Choir Practice
5:00-5:30 P.M. - Piano Lesson (Private - Lidgate)
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		Beannacht / Blessing
by John O’Donohue

On the day when
the weight deadens
on your shoulders
and you stumble,
may the clay dance
to balance you.
And when your eyes
freeze behind
the grey window
and the ghost of loss
gets into you,
may a flock of colours,
indigo, red, green
and azure blue,
come to awaken in you
a meadow of delight.
When the canvas frays
in the currach of thought
and a stain of ocean
blackens beneath you,
may there come across the waters
a path of yellow moonlight
to bring you safely home.
May the nourishment of the earth be yours,
may the clarity of light be yours,
may the fluency of the ocean be yours,
may the protection of the ancestors be yours.
And so may a slow
wind work these words
of love around you,
an invisible cloak
to mind your life.
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		RE: 2023 TAX STATEMENTS
﻿Donor Box and Stripe
There have been some problems with reporting online donations through Donor Box and Stripe. If your statement does not match your records, please let us know in the Office: medford.cong.ucc@gmail.com or 541-772-8860.

Both Donor Box and Stripe charge the church a fee for each online transaction. We apologize for any confusion, however, the church no longer receives a timely notification for each separate donation. We recommend that you keep a personal record of your contributions made online until we can verify Donor Box has accurately reported to the church. Thank you for your patience.
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS COMMISSION

If you are looking for a way to participate more actively in the Church, check in with the Spiritual Gifts Commission.
The Commission serves to assist members of the church find the best way to participate and serve.

Past Commission members are Judy Blue and Rob Hight. Judy and Rob will be retiring from the Commission after many years of service. We extend our sincere gratitude for their years of dedication, time, interest, and love for the church and its members. Please take time to acknowledge their contributions.

Effective as of the 2024 Annual Congregational Meeting, Sunday, January 28, new Commission members will be officially appointed: Pamela Allister, Susan Boman, and Patty Jensen-Craig. These three are already active participants in the life of the church, and we greatly appreciate their volunteering once again.
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		NEW DATES for Virtual Book Group

Gifts of the Dark Wood

Facilitated by AnnElise Bergstrom*

Zoom ~ Wednesdays
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon

February 7, 14, 21 & 28 (special in-person on the 28th) & March 6, 13

Sign up or get information by emailing AnnElise at aebergstrom27@gmail.com


"This is a book for anyone who feels awkward in their search for God, who seeks to find holiness amid their holy mess, who prefers practicality to piety when it comes to finding their place in this world."

Please consider being part of this amazing new book study starting January 17th. We will gather virtually, by way of Zoom, to explore a book which offers a new way of seeing the "dark wood" experiences of our lives: "Dark Wood" represents any number of places where we feel afraid, alone, unsafe and threatened, or other experiences which may actually offer blessings in disguise.

Referring to the spiritual leadership, the author writes, "...all of them insisted that the Dark Wood is a place where one experiences strange and wondrous gifts whose value vastly exceeds whatever hardships are experienced there. The Dark Wood is where you meet God." (p .6).

Book Group will meet for 6 sessions: January 17, 24, and February 7, 14, 21, 28 (no meeting January 31).

*Please read the Introduction and first chapter, "Where We Find Ourselves," in preparation for our first time together.

You can purchase the book below:

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/gifts-of-the-dark-wood-eric-elnes/1121243090?ean=9781426794131

or https://www.cokesbury.com/Gifts-of-the-Dark-Wood

*AnnElise Bergstrom grew up at MCUCC and served UCC and United Methodist churches for 15 years as Director of Youth Ministry.
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Creation Justice Team

The Creation Justice Team meets the first Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in Lidgate. Everyone is invited.

The team plans to continue the Creation Justice "Moments" on the third Sunday of the month during church services. Each time we've heard from them in the past, their topics have been something we needed to hear. Diane Ware mentioned a possible title for their next "Moments" presentation might be entitled "Holy Heat Pumps" . . Incredibly perfect for us!
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Epiphany ~ January 6th

· The word Epiphany comes from Greek and means 'manifestation'.
· The Epiphany is celebrated on January 6, twelve days after Christmas Day.
· It marks the span between the birth of Christ and the coming of the Magi, the three Wise Men.
· It marks the day Jesus was revealed to the world.
· In some countries, Epiphany is as important as Christmas Day. It is sometimes called Three Kings Day.
· Some believe it is the Wise Men, not Santa, who bring gifts for children.
· Eastern Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas on Epiphany.
· The six Sundays after Epiphany are known as the time of manifestation.

[
The season of Epiphany runs until the first Sunday of Lent, which begins seven weeks before Easter. Ash Wednesday is February 14, and the first Sunday of Lent this year is February 18, and Easter comes early on March 31st. (See "Notes from Mark" for corresponding services.)
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

We are continuously updating the Church Directory. If you have a new photo or new contact information, let the office know: medford.cong.ucc@gmail.com,
If you haven't given the Office or your Congregational Care Team leader your Emergency Contact information, please consider doing so. Congregational Care will share the information with the Church Office.
A $5 donation for a color copy of the directory helps defray the cost of printing.

NOTE: NAME TAGS . . . If you need a name tag, or want to replace an old one, a donation of $6.75 is not necessary but will be appreciated.
If you have lost the magnet for your tag, there are extras in the office.
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			CHURCH CALENDAR

Color key for the online calendar
﻿
Church Events:
Red = In Person/Happening

Blue = Special Event
﻿
Green = Outside Groups




		View Our Events
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		DONATE
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	You can make a re-occurring gift, a one-time gift, or a designated gift (identify the designation in the comments). Just click on the 'Donate' button above!

NOTE: YOU CAN SET UP YOUR ANNUAL PLEDGE ONLINE TOO...
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MAKING SANDWICHES
MEANS
LOVE IN ACTION

Every Wednesday at 8:00 a.m., in Lidgate Kitchen, the Love in Action Sandwich Team makes 80-100 sandwiches. The sandwiches go to First Presbyterian Church, where they are added to sack lunches and given out to hungry folks who gather there Monday through Thursday.

If you are willing to help make sandwiches, please contact Mary Jo Bergstrom at mjb97504@gmail.com -- or just show up on Wednesday morning and offer to help!
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LOVE IN ACTION

Bring your cans and bottles to Lidgate

A Love in Action team takes turns collecting the bottles and cans that people bring to the Lidgate Kitchen. They blue-bag the bottles and cans and turn them in at the Bottle Drop Redemption Center.
This team is looking for a few more volunteers to help. At the present time, each team member collects twice a month. The more volunteers, the fewer times each person has to make a trip.
If you can help this team, please contact Susan Boman at bomansm67@gmail.com












			[image: A black background with a black square

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]









			[image: A bag full of food and drinks

Description automatically generated]
	[image: A black background with a black square

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]


West Medford Food Pantry

January 2024
The Pantry Needs:

CEREAL~ All kinds of cereal!

When you go to the store, pick up something for those who need food!
Drop it in the box at LIDGATE HALL! Volunteers from MCUCC make sure your donated items get to the Food Pantry for distribution to those in need.
The First Presbyterian Church is collecting socks and underwear for the people who come to the Brown Bag Cafe and for those who come to the West Medford Food Pantry!
Make it a habit.
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MCUCC COUNCIL MEMBERS
﻿
Pegi Ellerman, Moderator
Edgar Hee
Lori Lundine
Marlene Olson
Rich Rohde
Jim Talley
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		Address:
1801 E. Jackson Street
Medford, OR 97504

Office Phone:
541-772-8860

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday | 10 am -1 pm

Email Address:
medford.cong.ucc@gmail.com

https://medforducc.org
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